Word in Seaſon. 


E not offended, good Fellow Citizens, to ke put in remembrance of your 

Duties to God and Men, 1n the E!-tions now to be made, by Special 

Act of Parliament, of your Chiet Officers for your City, for 16 or 17. 

Months ; the due Courte and Execution of Juttice, and the quict 

- Weltare and Safety of the City, chiefly depending, under God,) upon 
your Uprightneſs, Care, and Prudence in theſe k.leions. 

There are general and perprtual Duties upon you as Chriſtians, and as Men, ig 
your Ele&tions of Magiſtratcs in all times, and vpon all occaltons 

The belt of your Judgments ought always to be exerciſed about the Qualitics of 
Men nominated tor Othices ; Whether their Alilities ard Intrgrities be ſufficient 
tor fuch Trufls, to ferve theexcellent ends tor which Government 1s ofGained. 

All Private ſnrereſts and Refpects in all ſuch ElkAions cvght to be refigned in- 
tirely ro the Publick Service an l-Advantape. Every man 1n giving his Voice, 
Oug'Nt conſcientioully ro remember, That he acts and Votes as a Member of the 
Body-Politick, and muſt not be guided by bis Private ſeparate Profit or [nclinati- 
ons, an! mach lefs by any irreyular ſinful Patſions, 

Bur the Time and Occaſion or the Elect.ons now ro be male, being extraordi- 
nary. {pecial fuitable Duttics ariſe trom thence, deduced trom the general Rulcs 
which ought to be particu/2rly underſtood, and attended to faithtully, 

This 1s a Time of the voung Deliverance of the Ciry trom greet Oppreſſion, 
by the [Ilegil, Arbitrary Proceedings of the Courts of Juitice, ro overturn all 
your Rights and Liberties, and deftiroy che very being of your City, 

"Tis a Time wherein many of your Citizens yet flouriſh, who were corrupted by 
the late Deſigners of Popery an Slaverygzo comply wit! theny in their- Practces 
againſt rhe Freedom of the City,and the Religion ar'l Goverere#ht © the Kingdom. 

"Tis a Time of great Dilſimulation and Fquivocarion, cven Jn caving the Elſta- 
bliſh'd Oath of Allegiance ; many taking thole Oaths to Thur now Majelties,” who 
refuſe to acknowledg them to be our Lawtul Sovereigns, and to prone to adjiſt 
them : Which plamly ſhews thc ir Intentions to overturn the Government it they 
can. | 
'Fis a Time wherein many do flill ſhew their will ( as far as they may ſafely.) 
to juſtific all rhe vile pernicious Practices againtt this Cities, and the Kingdoms 
Litcrttes. 

'Tis a time wherein many, of whoſe Faithfulnels to the Government there 
are juſt hopes, who have nor vet ha4 opporcunities - to give ſuch ſufficient Evi- 
dence of rheir Aﬀettions, and their Repentance of fourmer Miſcarriages, as to fit 
them to be Elefted into the greateſt Trufts in the Ciry Government, 

Tis a Time of danger of the Peace of the C:ry. Deſigns co reduce the King- 
doin to Popery and Slavery, b*ing duly difcovae l, 

The Occ:fion of theſe Elettions 1s roremove all the Doubts and Diſputes aboue 
the Magittracy and Officers, 2nd their Auchoriirs, accaliougd Ly, thole that com- 
phed with the Violence and Opprethaft done ro theCuy. 7» +. 4 

Theſe being the Circumſtances of the T:me, and the Occafiqn of the preſent 
EleAtions, 'tis moſt certainly the Duty of cvery good Citizen, 

1. In Nomination of Perſons forthe Magittracy, to enquire whether they com- 
plied in the late Kings Reigns, with the Deiizns againlt the Rights and Libertics 
of the City : Whether they were ready tofubmurro thole Kings Wills in deflroy- 
ing and taking away by Force, the Liberty ot the Election ot the Lord Mayor and 

herifls; Or brought down Force of Arms to hinder the Freedom of Choice, or 
countenanced and encouraged the fame ; Or whether they faile#1n their Courage 
and Conttancy in dctending that Fundamental Freedom ot the City. 

*. So "Tis 


L 


:. 'Tis neceſſary to enquire, how far any nominated to be choſen, complied in 
the firſt Deſigns againſt the Rehgion and Government of the Kingdom, by Op- 
poſing or making Addrell:s againſt the Bill of Exciuſton of the late K. James when 
Dake of 7ork, which was to break in pieces the whole Deſign of Popery and 
Slavery. 

*Tis a Duty, when any man ſhall be propounded for any of the Offices, tocon- 
ſider how they demean'd themſelves in any of the former Offices towards the Ci- 
tizens - Whether they exerciſed Arbitrary Powers over them, and vexed them 
unjuſtly ; or burdened them ; or perverted Law and Juſtice ; or ſhewed their 
Partiality ; and to enquire what Proots they have given of their Repentance. 

4. 'Tis an unqueſtionable Duty to have regard in their Choice, to ſuch as have 
ſhewed rheir Fidelity tothe City, and their Courige and Conlilancy in oppoſing 
the Practices and Deſigns to bring the Magiltracy ot the City to be under the 
Abſolute Will of the late Kings ; the Cities Recovery being new, the greateſt care 
ought to be taken to prevent a Relaple, 

Therefore ſuch only ought ro have the Cuſtody of your Liberties, whoſe Inte- 
grity and Watchfulneſs to preſerve them, may be depended upon intirely. 

Hopeful Converts to the City's Liberies, and the love of the Ancient Engliſh 
Government now eſtabliſh'd, may be fir to be choſen Magiſtrates in quiet {etled 
times, when there ſhall be no Interelt to be hoped tor, but by fairhfulneſs to your 
Laws and Liberties : But no man can anſwer it to his own conſcience, to truſl the 
City in any hands of ſuſpected Fidelity, in this tume of unrminent Danger. 

5. In this time of Difficulty and Neceſſity, to mainiain tlc Anthorities and 
Privileges of the City, 'tis your Duty to teek cut men of the greatelt Endow + 
ments, Wiſdom, and Experience in CGoverninent, for the preſet Magiltrates, 
Such who are under the Jeaſt Temptations to Ui .crve the City Govern- 
ment for their private Intereſts ; Doubtleſs ſuch are moſt neceffary in the pres 
ſent ſtate of the City, who have had greateſt and longelt experience in the way 
of its'Government, its Cuſtoms, and peculiar Laws. 

'Tis a vain objeQRion that's made by ſome, That the Expericnce'd Aldermen 
above the Chair, are nor clegible again to that Office, by reaſon of a By-Law to 
that purpoſe. Let none be deceived thereby, to think that a By-Law was ever 
made to the intent either ro bar or deprive the City ot the greareft Service of 
ſuch as wete expert 1n their Service. it they wanted them; or to take away that 
Franchize from the old Scrvantsof the City, to ſerve them whenſoeverthere may 
be occaſion : Let that By-Law with its Pretace to thew its Intent, be read, and it 
will appear that theſe By-Laws gave a Franchize, and Fate to the City's old Ser- 
vants that had been Mayors, that they ſhould not be again Elcgible, or compelled 
to ſerve in that Othcee without their own Contents; and the occaſion of it was, 
That the City had put too great a burden upon ſuch experienced Aldermen, by chy- 
ſing them too often to be Mayors. From about the Year 1215, tO 1525, there 
were about 28 Lord Mayors, who were Choten fome of them 3 times, fome 4 times, 
and orhers 5 times ; and till thar By-Lawfcame in /7. 8s time, tac City never fa- 
voured them. But this Indulgence to the City's old Servants, muſt not deprive 
the City of any of their Service, if they be content to lerve, 


Oh ! That every Citizen may be found faithful in theſe his preſent important Duties ; 
and that the good God may endue them with Wiſd:m to Chuſe ſuch a Lord Mayor, 
Sheriſts, and Chamberlain, as may be to the Safety, Benefit, and Glory of the City. 


The Perſons in Nomination, arc, 


The Right Hon®"*. Sir 7 ho. Pilkington, Knight 
Sir Clayton, Knight, 


'$ For LORD MAYOR. 


Sir Fraxcis Child, Sir Edw Clark, Aldermen, For SHERIFEFS. 
Leonard Robinſun, Elq; the pretent Chamberlain, For CHAMBER LAIN, 


